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                      Document 1                                                                                                EUROPEAN COMMISSION DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR MIGRATION AND HOME AFFAIRS The Director-General Brussels, HOME.C.4/ Dear Ministers, I am writing to you as over the last few months the Commission has been receiving a growing number of reports from media, International Organisations and NGOs, referring to alleged pushbacks at the Greek-Turkish land and sea borders. Moreover, the Commission keeps receiving questions on this topic also by Members of the European Parliament. While these allegations cannot simply be ignored, the Commission has not yet been presented with any compelling facts on the matter. Moreover we have taken due note of the Greek Governments repeated public rejections of conducting pushback operations against migrants seeking to reach Greek territory. I trust that the Greek authorities are continuously monitoring the situation to ensure that human rights are respected. Under the Schengen Borders Code, Member States have an obligation to prevent unauthorised crossing of the external borders and to carry out border surveillance. This must be done in full compliance with relevant Union and international law, including obligations related to access to international protection, the principle of non-refoulement and fundamental rights. The national authorities must carry out all returns of irregular migrants in full respect of EU and international law. out of scope Mr. Michalis Chrysochoidis Minister of Citizen Protection Mr. Ioannis Plakiotakis Minister for Maritime Affairs and Insular Policy Commission européenne/Europese Commissie, 1049 Bruxelles/Brussel, BELGIQUE/BELGIË - Tel. Office:           - Tel. direct line @ec.europa.eu

                      
                        
                          
                        
                        [image: 1]
                      
                    

                  

                  

                

              

            
              
                
                  
                    
                      I take this opportunity to raise also our concerns regarding the safety and security situation in the Reception and Identification Centres (RICs) and the deteriorating trend observed over the last few months, especially in Lesbos. There are frequent violent incidents and some have even resulted in serious injuries and deaths. Moreover, the presence of organised crime networks in the migrants’ communities, carrying out illegal activities in the RICs, is also of serious concern. Such situations are obviously in conflict with basic protection obligations as they constitute a constant threat to the migrant and local populations and to the staff working in the RICs. I would highly welcome if, in coordination with the Ministry of Migration and Asylum, these security issues could be addressed and information about the measures shared with us. I am looking forward to receiving your feedback on these important topics and my services remain available to discuss any questions. Please rest reassured that the Commission stands by the Greek authorities and will continue supporting efforts to manage migration effectively and in line with EU law. Yours faithfully, Monique PARIAT (e-signed) 2 (OHFWURQLFDOO\VLJQHGRQ   87& LQDFFRUGDQFHZLWKDUWLFOH 9DOLGLW\RIHOHFWURQLFGRFXPHQWV RI&RPPLVVLRQ'HFLVLRQ
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