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                      EUROPEAN COMMISSION DIRECTORATE-GENERAL FOR MIGRATION AND HOME AFFAIRS The Director-General Brussels HOME.A.4/CCM, CB, FC By        registered letter with acknowledgment of receipt Arne Semsrott c/o Open Knowledge Foundation Deutschland e.V., Singerstraße 109, 10179 Berlin, Germany Advance copy by email Arne Semsrott ██████████████████████ at.de Subject:           Your application for access to documents              – GESTDEM 2020/4639 Dear Sir, We refer to your -mail    e of 30/07/2020 in which you make a request for access to documents, registered 30/07/2020on              under the above   -mentioned reference number. You requestedall documents referringto the answer given by Ms Johansson on behalf of the European Commission on question-001627/2020,       E              during her visit to Greece on 12 March 2020, the Commissioner stressed that "any measures taken to address a difficult border situation must be proportionate, necessary and respect all fundamental rights obligations". We asked you for clarification of your request on 31/07/2020 and you indicated on 04/08/2020 that “ there should be documents the Commission sent to the Greek authorities in preparation to or in the             aftermath of the Commissioner's visit to Greece that state that "any measures taken to address                     difficult a       border situation must be proportionate, necessary and respect all fundamental rights                  obligations". Please send these odcuments to me as well as responses by the Greek authorities               .” We understand that you request - documents exchanged between the European Commission and the Greek authorities, - in preparation to or in the        aftermath of the Commissioner's visit to Greece      , Commission européenne/Europese Commissie, 1049 Bruxelles/Brussel, BELGIQUE/BELGIË - Tel. +32 22991111
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                      -    referring to measures taken to address a difficult border situation must be proportionate, necessary and respect all fundamental rights obligations. We therefore identified the following documents: 1. Letter from Monique Pariat to Greek Minister of Citizen Protection and Greek Minister for Maritime Affairs and Insular Policy on alleged pushbacks at the Greek Turkish land and sea border- 29/6/2020 – Ref. Ares(2020)3400905. This document is fully released with exception of protection of personal data (see below). It contains one paragraph, which is out of scope of your request, appearing as redacted in the released document. 2. Letter to Greek Minister of Migration from Ylva Johansson regarding the one month suspension of the processing of asylum claims and the Commission’s further support on key measures such as an enhanced assisted voluntary returns scheme as well as the relocation of unaccompanied minors from Greece. 19/3/2020 – Ref. Ares(2020)1662277. This document is the direct follow- up of the Commission to the Commissioner's visit to Greece. This document is fully released with exception of protection of personal data (see below), although some paragraphs are deemed out of scope of your request, but the content of which is general and in the public domain. 3. Letter from Greek Ambassador to Monique Pariat – 15/09/2020 – Ref. Ares(2020)4946128. Since document 3 originates from a third party, the originator of the document has been consulted. This document is fully released with exception of protection of personal data (see below). It contains one paragraph, which is out of scope of your request, appearing as redacted in the released document. We bring your attention to the fact that we did not receive a reply from the Greek authorities to the letter of Commissioner Johansson (document 2). Having examined the documents requested under the provisions of Regulation (EC) n°1049/2001 regarding public access to documents, I have come to the conclusion that all documents may be fully disclosed with the exception of personal data contained therein. A complete disclosure of the identified documents is prevented by the exception concerning the protection of privacy and the integrity of the individual outlined in Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) n°1049/2001, because they contain the following personal data: -    The names/initials and contact information of Commission staff members not pertaining to the senior management, -    The names/initials and contact details of other natural persons, -    Handwritten signatures/abbreviated signatures of natural persons. Article 9(1)(b) of the Data Protection Regulation does not allow the transmission of these personal data, except if you prove that it is necessary to have the data transmitted to you for a specific purpose in the public interest and where there is no reason to assume that the legitimate interests of the data subject might be prejudiced. In your request, you do not express any particular interest to have access to these personal data nor do you put forward any arguments to establish the necessity to have the data transmitted for a specific purpose in the public interest. Consequently, we conclude that, pursuant to Article 4(1)(b) of Regulation (EC) n°1049/2001, access cannot be granted to the personal data contained in the requested documents, as the need to obtain access thereto for a purpose in the public interest has not 2
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                      been substantiated and there is no reason                  to think that the legitimate interests of the individuals concerned would not be prejudiced by disclosure of the personal data. concerned You may reusepublic documents, which have been produced by the European Commission or by public and private entities             on its behalf based on the            Commission Decision on thereuse of Commission documents               . You may reuse the document disclosed free of charge and for non-commercial and commercial purposes provided that the source is acknowledged and that you do not distort the original meaning or message of Please                                   the document. note that the Commission does not assume liability stemming from the reuse. Yours faithfully, [e-signed] ██████████ Enclosed Documents:3. 3 Electronically signed on 25/11/2020 18:28 (UTC+01) in accordance with article 11 of Commission Decision C(2020) 4482
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