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                      In this respect, we consider essential, in addition to the already planned containment
measures, that the decongestion of the RICs is accelerated substantially, giving top priority to
the most vulnerable and groups at high risk from a health perspective, such as the elderly, ill
persons, pregnant women, unaccompanied minors, etc. Considering the insufficient
healthcare available in the camps (and islands in general), these persons could not be treated
adequately should there be an outbreak of the coronavirus. They should therefore be
transferred without delay to the mainland where they can benefit from more and better
equipped hospitals, and where they could live more easily in preventive self-isolation, which
is simply not possible in the completely overcrowded hotspots. We are aware that,
implementing these transfers of the most vulnerable high risk groups, would require a series
of urgent actions, in particular a rapid increase of the reception capacity in the mainland.

In addition, we consider it important that, as part of an emergency response plan for the
islands that needs to be put in place very swiftly, the following key measures are taken:

e Immediate preventive evacuation of the population at high risk;

e Increased isolation capacity on the islands and beyond for the mild cases;

Additional capacity for hospitalization/intensive care;

Intensified awareness raising to the migratory population (with active involvement of
NGOs on the ground, mass transmission of info SMS on the islands, etc).

The Commission stands ready to support you to the extent possible in these indispensable
public health measures.

You are certainly aware that, as discussed last week, the Commission has signed meanwhile
the award decisions for the ESTIA 2020 (accommodation component) and Filoxenia II,
which we expect to help with the management of the reception capacity. Taking also into
consideration our current budget situation and availabilities, we stand ready to continue
supporting inter alia the much-needed increase of reception capacity in the mainland and
provision of services such as health provision and the creation of additional shelter places for
unaccompanied minors. In the light of our previous discussions, I would welcome any update
on the above topics, which would help us identify how to better support these endeavours,
alongside the assistance offered by other organisations. I would also be grateful for any
update on the state of implementation of the attribution of the provisional social security
number to asylum seekers.

In parallel, the Commission — in cooperation with the Greek authorities — continues the
coordination of contacts with other Member States regarding the relocation of
unaccompanied minors from Greece and we are trying to mitigate any risks for delays
because of the measures for containment of the coronavirus. Moreover, we are also closely
involving EASO and IOM as they have assisted with relocations on other occasions including
recently from Italy, and can play a key role in the efficient implementation of relocations
from Greece. To frame and move the process forward, we had a first video call on 17 March
with all actors who will be involved in this relocation exercise (Commission, Greek
authorities, EASO, IOM) and plan to have a second meeting involving also the 8 relocating
Member States at the end of next week. In this context, could you please provide more
information on the government’s plans and timeline regarding the age assessment exercise
and any updates on the issue of guardianship?
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                      Ensuring a steady pace of exits from the reception system would also help to alleviate the
pressure on the system. To this end, and while we understand that Turkey at present, due to
Covid-19 virus does not accept returns under the EU-Turkey Statement, we would encourage
stepping up the voluntary returns under the existing and new AVRR programme. I am
confident that the reinforced AVRR programme that we agreed during our meeting on 12
March will help to this direction. Here too, the Commission and EU Agencies will of course
continue to provide any support needed and we remain keen on discussing the state of
implementation and any issues regularly. In the meantime, please also inform us whether you
would see any scope for negotiation with the Turkish authorities to resume the returns under
the EU-Turkey Statement, for instance by providing certain medical guarantees.

Finally, I also wish to inquire about the procedure for possible new arrivals, in terms of
registration, medical checks and containment, but also regarding transfers to the mainland,
given the incubation period of the coronavirus.

In these challenging times you can count on the Commission’s support to help you address
the difficulties.

Yours sincerely,
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