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REPRESENTATION PERMANENTE DE LA GREGE
AUFRES DE L'UNION EUROPEENNE

Brussels, 15 September 2020

REF. 5425

In reply to your letter dated 29" June, addressed to the Minister of Citizen Protection Mr
Chrisochoidis and the Minister of Maritime Affairs and Insular Policy Mr Plakiotakis, |
would like to bring to your attention the following:

Over the past few months, the European Union as a whole has been under
unprecedented pressure, implementing restrictive measures in order to contain the
COVID-19 virus pandemic and protect public health. For Greece, the challenge was
coupled with managing effectively migration flows, at a time when Turkey was trying to
use the suffering of thousands of migrants and refugees reaching Adrianoupolis in late
February this year, hoping to cross the border with Greece and move further to the
Central and North Europe. Greece was then faced with a sudden, massive and well-
coordinated attempt of thousands of people to enter illegally the EU from Turkey. We had
no other option but to consider the situation at our borders as a threat to national and
European security.

In the context of the above alarming developments, the Greek Authorities spared no
effort to protect the land and sea borders. The Hellenic Police and the Hellenic Coast
Guard responded to the situation, assuming their responsibility to protect the EU external
borders against grave and asymmetrical threats on many levels, such as public health,
internal security, smuggling of migrants, even more so when such protection is a
prerequisite for lifting EU internal border controls.

The Hellenic Coast Guard has intensified its patrolling activities through the reallocation
of additional vessels at the Eastern Aegean. Its core operational objective has been the
early detection of migrant boats at the pre-frontier area with the aim to alert, in real time,
the Turkish Authorities so that they assume coordination inside their own area of
responsibility, according to their commitments from the Joint EU-Turkey Statement.
Despite great obstacies, the competent Greek authorities have been safequarding
eitizens rights and implementing EU and international legal obligations in the border
management area, respecting the fundamental rights of every individual reaching the EU
external borders.

The Helienic Police Headquarters issued additional instructions to the Police staff
pertaining to the field of human rights, while a special reinforced clause has been added
in the Hellenic Police Code of Conduct providing for an unprejudiced treatment of all
citizens, as a matter principle. Moreover officers of the Hellenic Police are being trained
both at undergraduate and postgraduate levels on the existing legal framework regarding
the protection of human rights, as well as issues concerning racist violence and the
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                      REPRESENTATION PERMANENTE DE LA GREGE
AUPRES DE L'’UNION EUROPEENNE

Borders and Visas, the Hellenic Police on the islands concerned has been reinforced so
that security protection of the hot spots is guaranteed on a 24-hours basis.

To conclude, let me reassure you that the competent Greek Authorities will continue to
manage effectively migration flows, in fuli alignment with the principle of non-
refoulement, the Schengen Border Code as well as international fundamental rights legal
obligations - in particular, provisions for the respect of the rights of those who may be in
need of international protection — being fully aware of the fact that the land and sea
borders of Greece are also EUs external borders.

Best regards, ui Amen

   

Ambassador

Mrs. Monique Pariat

Director General

Directorate-General Migration and Home Affairs
European Commission

Rue de la Loi 200 - 1049

Brussels
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