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                      About the European Border and Coast Guard Agency Frontex, the European Border and Coast Guard Agency, supports EU Member States and Schengen Associated Countries in the management of EU’s external borders and fighting cross-border crime. The agency is a centre of excellence for border control activities at the EU’s external borders, sharing intelligence and expertise with all EU Member States, as well as neighbouring non-EU countries affected by migratory trends and cross-border crime. While the responsibility for the management of the external borders remains primarily with the Member States, the European Border and Coast Guard Agency supports border control at land, air and sea borders of member states at the external borders of the European Union. Key facts Headquarters in Warsaw, Poland, established in 2004 670 staff (as of 01/04/19) Budget (2019) 333 EUR mln Legal basis Regulation (EU) 2016/1624 Frontex in 2018 - Operational results 1 300 border and coast guard officers deployed on average per month 37 000 migrants rescued 3 950 officers trained 425 drug smugglers identified 1 157 people smugglers identified 158 tonnes of drugs seized at sea 396 stolen vehicles seized 209 weapons seized 55 million cigarettes seized 4918 fraudulent documents identified 2
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                      Main Tasks FIELD DEPLOYMENT The agency provides law enforcement officers from the Member States and Schengen Associated Countries, along with vessels, airplanes and border surveillance equipment to external border areas in need of additional assistance. In addition to border control, Frontex operations cover tasks related to maritime safety, security checks, search and rescue and environmental protection. In emergency situations, it can quickly deploy a reserve pool of 1 500 officers from Member States. RISK ANALYSIS Frontex assesses risks to EU border security. It builds up a picture of patterns and trends in irregular migration and cross-border criminal activities at the external borders. SITUATION MONITORING Frontex constantly monitors the external borders of the European Union, delivering updates and alerts to EU Member States and Schengen Associated Countries, the European Commission and other agencies. VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT The agency carries out annual evaluations of the capacity and readiness of each Member State and Schengen Associated Country to face challenges at its external borders, including migratory pressure. EUROPEAN COOPERATION ON COAST GUARD FUNCTIONS The agency supports the cooperation of law enforcement authorities, EU agencies and customs at maritime borders. Boats and planes deployed in its operations also collect and share information relevant to fisheries control, detection of pollution and compliance with maritime regulations. SHARING OF INTELLIGENCE ON CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES The agency shares the intelligence gathered at the borders with relevant national authorities, Europol and other European agencies. This includes information on persons suspected of involvement in criminal activities, such as migrant smuggling, trafficking in human beings and terrorism. RETURN OPERATIONS Frontex helps Member States in coordinating and financing return operations, but can also launch them on its own initiative. It can charter flights and book seats on commercial flights, help with obtaining the necessary travel documents for the returnees and provide experts to assist with the return operations. The number of persons returned within operations organised by the agency has increased significantly from about 3 500 persons in 2015 to more than 13 700 in 2018. So far in 2019 Frontex has helped EU countries to return almost 4 000 foreign nationals. 3
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                      EXTERNAL RELATIONS Cooperation with countries outside the EU and the Schengen zone is an integral part of the Frontex mandate and one of the strategic priorities for the agency. Frontex has a network of partnerships with border authorities in non-EU states, particularly those neighbouring the EU and countries of origin and transit of migrants. The agency also deploys liaison officers outside the EU affected by irregular migration. RESEARCH AND INNOVATION Frontex brings border control experts together with research and industry to make sure new technology meets the needs of border control authorities. TRAINING Frontex develops common training standards for border authorities, to harmonise border and coast guard education in EU and Schengen Associated Countries. SEARCH AND RESCUE Search and Rescue (SAR) is always a priority for everyone operating at sea. International law obliges all captains of vessels to provide assistance to any persons found in distress at sea. SAR is also a specific objective of the operational plan of every Frontex operation. In 2018, assets deployed by Frontex in the Mediterranean and Aegean were involved in the rescue of over 37 000 people, and of more than 34 500 people in 2017. Until the end of March 2019 Frontex assets helped save more than 2 300 people. It is important to stress that all SAR operations are coordinated by the national Maritime Rescue Coordination Centres (MRCC). Migratory situation at EU’s borders January – March 2019 4
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                      Central Mediterranean Route (Italy, Malta, Libya, Turkey) The Central Mediterranean saw a rise in the number of irregular migrants in March 2019 after falling to a nine-year low in February, reaching 225. Nevertheless, the total for the first three months of the year was 92% lower from a year ago at around 480. Tunisians and Algerians were the most represented nationalities reaching Italy in the January-March 2019 period. Joint Operation Themis (Italy) The Joint Operation Themis has an enhanced law enforcement focus while continuing to include search and rescue as a crucial component. Its operational area span the Central Mediterranean Sea from waters covering flows from Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Egypt, Turkey and Albania. Officers deployed by the agency also support the Italian authorities in the registration of the arriving migrants. Debriefing officers collect intelligence about people smuggling networks operating in Libya and other African countries on the smuggling routes. The agency shares this information with the Italian authorities and Europol. All assets deployed within the framework of Operation Themis operate under the command of the Italian Ministry of Interior. In 2018 assets deployed by Frontex in Central Mediterranean were involved in the rescue of more than 5 000 people. Current deployment in Italy (13 - 19 May 2019) Technical Equipment: 7 vessels, 2 aircraft, 2 helicopters Personnel: 126 including 26 border surveillance officers, 11 fingerprinting and registration officers, 14 debriefing and 12 screening experts Participating countries: 26 EU MS / SAC 5
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                      Eastern Mediterranean Route (Greece, Bulgaria, Cyprus) The Eastern Mediterranean route accounted for two out of every three irregular migrants detected at EU borders in March 2019. The number of migrants taking this route last month increased by 10% from February to more than 3 000. In the first three months of this year, the total number of detections in this region also rose by 10% form a year ago to above 9 000. One out of three detected migrants in this corridor were nationals of Afghanistan, usually arriving by sea. One out of every five was of Turkish nationality, mainly crossing the land border. Joint Operation Poseidon (Greece) Frontex supports Greece with officers who perform border surveillance, assist in the identification and registration of incoming migrants, as well as debriefing and screening. Operation Poseidon is increasingly becoming a multipurpose operation covering a number of aspects of cross border crime including smuggling of illegal substances, weapons, detection, forged documents and many others. It also covers several coast guard functions such as detection of illegal fishing, maritime pollution and SAR. In 2018 vessels deployed by Frontex were involved in the rescue of more than 14 000 people in the Aegean. Officers deployed by the agency also collect intelligence about people smuggling networks operating in Turkey and migrants’ countries of origin. The agency shares this information with the Greek authorities and Europol. Current deployment in Greece (13 - 19 May 2019) Technical Equipment: 13 vessels, 1 aircraft, 2 helicopter, 41 patrol cars, 10 thermovision vans Personnel: 618 including 315 border surveillance officers, 46 fingerprinting and registration officers, 14 debriefing and 21 screening experts, 13 advanced level document officers Participating countries: 27 EU MS / SAC 6
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                      Western Mediterranean Route (Spain) The Western Mediterranean saw the number of irregular migrants in March 2019 halve from the previous month to around 450. Because of a large number of arrivals at the beginning of the year, the total for the first quarter of 2019 rose to more than 5 450, or 54% above the figure from the same period of last year. Nationals of Morocco accounted for the largest number of detected migrants on this route in the first quarter. Operations in Spain (Hera, Indalo and Minerva) Due to its proximity to Africa, Spain’s sees a significant number of migrants arriving at its shores. The agency has been assisting the Spanish authorities not only at sea, but in various sea ports and international airports. The border guard officers, vessels and aircraft deployed by the agency to Spain have been assisting the Spanish authorities in a variety of ways: not only in border surveillance, but also in search and rescues – by helping save more than 17 000 people in distress in 2018. Experts deployed by Frontex helped the Spanish authorities in detection of forged documents, stolen cars, maritime pollution, illegal fishing and import of illegal substances and excise goods. The Western Mediterranean region has also long been a major conduit for drug smugglers seeking to bring hashish, cannabis and cocaine by sea to the lucrative European markets. Frontex vessels and aircraft assist the Spanish authorities to disrupt the drug smuggling operations. Current deployment in Spain (13 - 19 May 2019) Technical Equipment: 3 vessels, 1 helicopter, 2 aircraft Personnel: 192 including 77 border surveillance officers, 20 fingerprinting and registration officers, 14 debriefing and 24 screening experts Participating countries: 21 EU MS / SAC 7
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                      Western Balkans Route There were nearly 650 detections of illegal border crossings recorded on this route in March 2019. The total for the first three months reached nearly 2 300 or 81% more than a year ago.Nationals of Afghanistan accounted for the largest share of migrants detected on this route. To assist the EU members most affected by the migratory flows on the Western Balkans route, as well as various cross-border criminal activity, the agency deploys specialised officers and border surveillance vehicles and other equipment in Hungary and Croatia. Deployed officers assist the national authorities in the detection of forged documents, stolen cars, illegal drugs and weapons. Cooperation with the Western Balkan countries is a priority for Frontex, the European Border and Coast Guard Agency because it is a key transit region for migrants. It has also been used by criminal organisations as a path to Europe for illegal drugs and weapons. Frontex has also deployed a dedicated liaison officer to the region, based in Belgrade, Serbia. Officers from national law enforcement authorities regularly participate in Frontex operations as observers. They facilitate the work of authorities on both sides in case of detections of irregular migrants or cross-border crime, but also to exchange expertise. For example, this year observers from Albania took part in Joint Operation Themis in the Central Mediterranean. Current deployment in Western Balkans (13 - 19 May 2019) Technical Equipment: 32 patrol cars, 4 thermovision vans Personnel: 151 including 75 border surveillance officers, 18 advanced level document officers, 12 stolen vehicle detection officer Participating countries: 20 EU MS / SAC 8
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                      Role of Frontex in Search and Rescue operations Search and Rescue (SAR) is always a priority for everyone operating at sea. International law obliges all captains of vessels to provide assistance to any persons found in distress at sea. SAR is also a specific objective of the operational plan of every Frontex joint maritime operation. For this reason, vessels deployed by Frontex to an operational area are always ready to provide support to the national authorities in SAR operations. In 2018, assets deployed by Frontex in the Mediterranean and Aegean were involved in the rescue of over 37 000 people, and of more than 34 500 people in 2017. Until the end of March 2019 Frontex assets helped save more than 2 300 people. It is important to stress that all SAR operations are coordinated by the national Maritime Rescue Coordination Centres (MRCC). The MRCC orders those vessels which are either the closest to the incident or the most capable ones (due to the specialised training of the crew, or the vessels specifications, etc.) to assist in the rescue. These may include national commercial or military vessels, vessels deployed by Frontex, private boats and others. During a standard border control operation, Frontex-deployed vessels operate under the command of the International Coordination Centre (ICC), but when contacted by the Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre and redirected to a SAR operation, it is the MRCC that takes command. Once Frontex assets reach people in distress, they first provide immediate medical assistance and give them food and water. Once a rescue operation is completed, migrants are disembarked and handed over to the national authorities for identification and registration. 9
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                      Role of Frontex in return operations Frontex is responsible for the coordination of return operations at a technical and operational level, including voluntary departures. In practice, this means that Frontex offers support in the organisation and implementation, including financing or co-financing, of return operations organised from individual Member States. The number of persons returned within operations organised by the agency has increased significantly from about 3 500 persons in 2015 to more than 13 700 in 2018. So far in 2019 Frontex has helped EU countries to return almost 4 000 foreign nationals. Frontex can assist Member States upon their request or on the agency’s proposal in carrying out return operations through: 1. organising or coordinating both national and joint return operation; 2. assisting Member States in both forced return operations and in voluntary departures; 3. organising or coordinating collecting return operations. Frontex is responsible for the coordination of return operations, but it is crucial to understand that the decision about who should be returned is always taken by the judicial or administrative authorities of the Member States. According to European legislat - ion, the individual is always given the possibility to appeal against this return decision. Frontex does not enter into the merits of return decisions issued by the Member States. This is the exclusive responsibility of Member States. For more information please contact press@frontex.europa.eu and visit www.frontex.europa.eu Follow us on 10
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