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                      Warsaw, 11 March 2019 FRONTEX CONSULTATIVE FORUM ON FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS REQUEST FOR INFORMATION Article 70 (5) of the European Border and Coast Guard Regulation ‘…the Consultative Forum shall have effective access to all information concerning respect for fundamental rights.’1 Request for Information Requestor: Consultative Forum Date of the request: 11/03/2019 Subject of the request: 2: FRO Staffing and independence As in previous years, the Forum is submitting this request for information in order to better understand the resources available and those the Agency plans to allocate to support the implementation of the fundamental rights obligations derived from the European Border and Coast Guard Regulation. Such understanding is paramount to the Consultative Forum’s effective fulfilment its advisory role in fundamental rights matters as provided for in the Regulation establishing a European Border and Coast Guard Agency. Moreover, this information ensures the follow up of a continuous CF concern regarding the staffing of the FRO as reported in the CF Annual Report 2018. Moreover, in light of the concerns raised by the CF in its 2018 Annual Report, the CF would like to have clarifications about the reporting lines of the employees of the Fundamental Rights Office, including the Fundamental Rights Officer and the Associate Fundamental Rights Officer. FRONTEX RESPONSE Date of registration: 13.03.2019 Reg.No 3057 Date of Frontex response: 08/05/2019 Response submitted / approved / handled by: HRS/CAB Frontex response: Information provided: Yes ☒ (see bellow) No ☐ Partially (please specify) ☐ 1 Regulation (EU) No 2016/1624 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 September 2016 on the European Border and Coast Guard , available at http://frontex.europa.eu/assets/Legal_basis/European_Border_and_Coast_Guard.pdf Frontex - European Border and Coast Guard Agency www.frontex.europa.eu | Pl. Europejski 6, 00-844 Warsaw, Poland | Tel. +48 22 205 95 00 | Fax +48 22 205 95 01

                      
                        
                          
                        
                        [image: 1]
                      
                    

                  

                  

                

              

            
              
                
                  
                    
                      Error! No text of specified style in document. Request for Information Error! No text of specified style in document. A. Staffing of Fundamental Rights Office (FRO) in 2019 Evolution and composition of staff allocated to FRO Initially, there were only two posts allocated to FRO In 2016, two more posts were allocated  total of 4 posts In 2017, three new posts were allocated  total 7 posts In 2018, two new posts were allocated  total of 9 posts For 2019, one additional (senior) TA post have been allocated (internal reassignment)  total of 10 posts Current resources allocated to FRO: Post No 75 173 144 174 Job title Status Year granted TA OCCUPIED PRE- 2014 TA VACANT 2016 Appointed and job offer made in 2019 TA OCCUPIED 2019 Internal reassignment TA VACANT 2016 Recruitment ongoing Category Fundamental Rights Officer Associated Fundamental Rights Officer Advisor to Fundamental Rights Officer Secretariat of the Consultative Forum / Technical Officer 239 Complaints Assistant TA OCCUPIED 2017 1055 Senior Assistant to the Fundamental Rights Officer CA OCCUPIED 2009 1109 Senior Assistant CA OCCUPIED 2017 1110 Assistant CA OCCUPIED 2017 1167 Senior Assistant CA OCCUPIED 2018 1168 Senior Assistant CA OCCUPIED 2018 Comments Currently, 80 % of posts in FRO are occupied and the two vacant posts should be filled in the coming months to reach the 100 % occupancy rate. B. Reporting lines of staff of FRO All staff in the Fundamental Rights Office (besides the Fundamental Rights Officer) are regular statutory staff members for whom the normal reporting lines in the Agency apply. Only for the Fundamental Rights Officer, specific provisions on independence and reporting lines exist in the Regulation and are applied as follows: i. Article 71(2) of the European Border and Coast Guard Regulation (‘the Regulation’) provides that the Fundamental Rights Officer shall be independent in the performance of his or her duties, and reports directly to the Management Board (‘MB’). This independence, and deviation from the Agency’s normal reporting lines thus only applies to the Fundamental Rights Officer and not to the staff in the Fundamental Rights Office or the Associated Fundamental Rights Officer. ii. The MB is responsible under Article 62(2)(o) and (y) of the Regulation for establishing the organisational structure of Frontex and for appointing the Fundamental Rights Officer. Error! No text of specified style in document. 2/3
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                      Error! No text of specified style in document. Request for Information Error! No text of specified style in document. iii. The ED is responsible for appointing the Associated Fundamental Rights Officer and all other staff (besides the Fundamental Rights Officer) in the Fundamental Rights Office under the powers delegated to him by the MB. iv. Within the margins of provided sub-delegation of powers the Fundamental Rights Officer remains accountable to the ED for implementing the respective parts of the budget of Frontex and for all sub-delegated powers in staff-related matters (implementation of certain areas of the Staff Regulations) in view of staff who reports to the Fundamental Rights Officer (his/her decision may have an impact on the Agency’s discharge). If information is not provided or is provided partially, please outline the reasons / justification: N/A List of attached documents N/A (if any) Error! No text of specified style in document. 3/3
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