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                      FRONTEX CONSULTATIVE FORUM ON FUNDAMENTAL RIGHTS REQUEST FOR INFORMATION Article 70 (5) of the European Border and Coast Guard Regulation ‘…the Consultative Forum shall have effective access to all information concerning respect for fundamental rights.’1 CONSULTATIVE FORUM REQUEST Requestor: Consultative Forum Date of the request: 19/02/2019 Subject of the request: Justification of the request: 1. Details of Frontex operational response in Greece (particular operational plans relevant to the Evros region from JO flexible operational activities land 2019, JO focal points Land 2019); 2. Serious incident reports (SiRs) related to alleged violations of fundamental rights reported to Frontex and investigated in Greece from 2016 to date, including facts and findings as well as follow up measures taken by the Agency 3. Complaints received from 6 October to date which are relevant to the Evros region, and measures taken to follow up on them 4. FRO observations further to the mission to the Evros region in January 2019 Since mid-2017, the route through the Greek-Turkish border across the Evros river has seen a sharp increase in arrivals of asylum-seekers and migrants attempting to enter the EU. Increased recourse to this route has been accompanied by consistent reports of pushbacks operated by people appearing to belong to the Greek police and unidentified officers on the Greek side of the river. In several of the cases reported in 2017 and 2018, asylum-seekers and migrants subjected to pushbacks from Greece to Turkey described the use of violent tactics and intimidating practices, including armed threats and beatings, as well as various forms of humiliations and verbal abuse. In several cases the individuals concerned report to have been subjected to more than one pushback. The nationalities of those alleging to have been affected by the practice include 1 Regulation (EU) No 2016/1624 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 September 2016 on the European Border and Coast Guard European Agency for the Management of Operational Cooperation at the External Borders of the Member States of the European Union www.frontex.europa.eu Plac Europejski 6, 00-844 Warsaw, Poland Tel. +48 22 205 95 00 Fax +48 22 205 95 01
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                      Syrian, Turkish, Afghani, Iraqi, among others. International and regional institutions have issued their findings regarding the human rights situation in the Evros region and called upon the Greek government to take measures to resolve the situation. In June 2018, the Council of Europe Committee for the Prevention of Torture (CPT) issued its preliminary observations on Greece. In relation to the Evros region, the CPT findings refer to ‘informal forcible removals (push-backs) of foreign nationals by boat from Greece to Turkey at the Evros River border by masked Greek police and border guards or (para)military commandos’. Allegations of ill-treatment, beatings with batons and other abusive and/or degrading practices were also confirmed. Following her visit to Greece from 25 to 29 June 2018, the Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights also commented on the Evros situation, expressing her deep concern for the ‘consistent allegations of summary returns (“push-backs”) to Turkey, often accompanied by the use of violence, preventing migrants from accessing the asylum procedure’. Importantly, it was noted that ‘the information available points to the existence of an established practice’. The Commissioner also acknowledged the seeming continuity of the practice, highlighting her predecessor’s concern on the issue as well as the CPT’s 2018 preliminary observations, as outlined above. Media also report UNHCR’s deep concerns about the situation which the agency has raised with the Greek authorities urging an investigation of the incidents and the adoption of preventive measures. With this request, the Consultative Forum seeks to obtain concrete information about Frontex activities in the Evros region, including relevant operational plans, the number of incidents reported to Frontex and findings on those incidents, particularly in the zone where alleged push backs take place, complaints received and relevant observations of the FRO further to a visit to the region. This information can highlight fundamental rights relevant elements relating to the Agency’s operational activity. This information will allow the CF to fulfil its role in assisting the Frontex Executive Director and Management Board in fundamental rights matters as per Article 70(1) of the Border and Coast Guard Regulation. FRONTEX RESPONSE
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                      Date of registration: Date of Frontex response: Response submitted/approved/handled by: Frontex response: If information is not provided or is provided partially, please outline the reasons/justification: List of attached documents (if any) Information provided: Yes X☐ No ☐ Partially (please specify) ☐ -
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