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                      Our objectives •   To welcome the offer of Google to contribute to the European Year of Cultural Heritage in 2018 The organisers' objectives To benefit from a European initiative that is likely to prove popular with citizens Line to take We welcome the opportunity to explore projects that will benefit EYCH. We appreciate their willingness to become a technological partner for the European Year of cultural heritage. We acknowledge their interest in participating in EYCH events and in particular three of the eleven flagship projects: •   Fight against illicit trafficking of cultural goods; •   Science and technology: new techniques of preservation/restitution of heritage (RTD); and •   Promotion of European sites and intangible heritage listed on the UNESCO convention lists. (only if raised by Google) •       The Commission proposal to reform copyright also aims to improve the functioning of the market place for creators and creative industries. This includes provisions introducing obligations for certain online services playing an essential role in distributing protected creative content – for instance YouTube •       I know that this issue is very much debated. The proposal is in the legislative process and I will not enter into the details of the matter here. •       I'll just recall that our aim is not only to ensure that right-owners from various creative sectors can decide on the use of their content or be remunerated for its use as appropriate, but also to ensure a level playing field between online services in this area (i.e. those services distributing music, film and other content, and services that do the same but via user uploaded platforms). •       We believe that innovative services and start-ups are set to gain from an enhanced level playing field. 2
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                      Background European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018 (EYCH) The overall objective of the European Year is to encourage the sharing and appreciation of Europe's cultural heritage, to raise awareness of common history and values and to promote a sense of belonging to a common European space. These general objectives are closely linked to the objectives of the European Agenda for Culture, with an emphasis on: •   the social and educational value of heritage; •   its economic significance; and •   its role in raising the profile of the EU in the world. The European Parliament has encouraged a focus on youth during the EYCH. Cooperation with Google will ensure this aim is met for the younger generation. The Google Cultural Institute The Google Art Project is an online platform through which the public can access high- resolution images of artworks housed in the initiative’s partner museums. The project was launched on 1 February 2011 by Google, in cooperation with 17 international museums, including the Tate Gallery, London; the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York City; and the Uffizi, Florence. Since its launch, the project has become a product within Google – part of the Google Cultural Institute, which incorporates three main categories on its website: Art, History, and Wonders. It has expanded to include over a 1000 museums and cultural institutions including the British Museum and MoMA. It includes historical archives, street art and performing arts. It contains more than six million artworks, photos, videos and documents. The platform allows users to essentially explore art in a very new and different way: virtually tour partner museums’ galleries, explore physical and contextual information about artworks, and compile their own virtual collection. It also includes building 360 degree tours of individual galleries using Street View ‘indoor’ technology. The images of many of the artworks are reproduced with very high quality, and each partner museum selected one artwork to be captured as a gigapixel image (with over 1 billion pixels). The experience of Google Cultural Institute (Google Art Project) may be beneficial for European Museum's audience development and participation strategies and for raising awareness of EYCH programmes. The Cultural Institute platform provides tools that allow many of its partners in the cultural sector to display their diverse heritage online, using a variety of publishing options. These tools and publishing options constitute the Cultural Institute platform. The Cultural Institute platform is accessible by invitation only. Of note is the fact that the platform allows museums to create a simple but powerful mobile app, based on Google's technology including Street View and YouTube. The platform caters to Android only, and it leans heavily on Google’s technology, such as YouTube and Street View. 3
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                      It’s designed for those without the technical expertise (or finances) to create their own apps from scratch. Digital Single Market and Copyright Reform 2016 Among the initiatives presented as part of the copyright modernisation, the proposal for a Directive on Copyright in the Digital Single Market published on 14 September 2016 is especially relevant to the objective of supporting digital innovation for cultural heritage. The draft Directive introduces a legal mechanism to facilitate collective licensing agreements to foster the digitisation and dissemination of out-of-commerce works (e.g. books that publishers have stopped printing and selling) held by cultural heritage institutions. This will reduce transaction costs and help cultural heritage institutions digitise their collections. The legislative proposal also includes a mandatory EU-wide exception which gives cultural heritage institutions the right to copy works in a way that is suitable for the digital environment. This will cover works that were created directly in digital form, and the digitisation of works in analogue formats, and help audiences to access them for longer. N.B.: the proposed Directive is the subject of strong criticism by online platforms in relation to a number of points which aim to ensure a balance in favour of creative sectors. The trade association representing platforms, including Google, has attacked the proposal arguing that there is a bias favouring the interests of only a select group of stakeholders and that the Commission has not recognised the importance of fully exploiting the opportunities of the online environment. Platforms particularly question the new provisions addressing the so-called "value gap", i.e. the massive mismatch between the growing consumption of protected creative content online and the difficulty for content creators (right-holders from the various sectors) to negotiate and conclude agreements for the online exploitation of their content with certain digital services, with a significant impact on the online service providers. The legislative proposal in fact provides important clarifications on the role of Internet platforms which store and provide access to large amounts of protected works uploaded by their users. In such circumstances platforms should enter into licencing agreements with right-holders and set up proportional and adequate measures to protect the works concerned, in cooperation with right-holders. 4 Electronically signed on 17/07/2019 16:55 (UTC+02) in accordance with article 4.2 (Validity of electronic documents) of Commission Decision 2004/563
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